Dear Lea, 4/l/8[5 

^liia is in confidence and it io sonethijig I'd not do ordinarily but I utmt to 
update you, give you an idea of the present situation and the future, and perhaps in 
time, before I have to make the final decision, you may get an idea or too. 

The lawyers, facing reaction, are just plain scared. They intimidate themselves 
in advance so they don't require intimidation by eitheiltho government or the courts. 
Meanwhile, a^L is made possible by the bestowing of secrecy by tlie press, which for 
years has santified official mendacity by refusing to report it. Other tlian in 
exceptional cases. 

This has gotten to the point where if they wanted to, as they don't and won’t, 

Bhd and Jim cannot handle it. Jim has let me know he's scared anyway, rather pointedly 
day before yesterday. 

Mark Lynch of the ACLU was supposed to represent me at last Wednesday' s status 
call but instead ho sat in tho audience , with *^im's Nader group lawyer, find they both 
let Jim appear for himself and me when there remains the conflict of interest. I've had 
no explanation so I can offer none. 

I started to write Lynch before the status call but was not able to finish that 
letter until after it wa 3 over so except by phono he's not had time to respond. It also 
io probably tho kind of situation ho should think about first. And I presume ha is 
usually fairly busy anyway. Among the things I s;dd, and I'm not looking for any 
attention to this, is that if I feel up to it, in tho end I may opt jail, on principle. 

If I knew and could get the kind oi lawyer £hil Hirschkop used to be years ago 
I think it would be possible to sue these wretched authoritarian bastards in DJ and FBI 
for what they've done. But he's been quiet since after more than paying his dues he 
latched on to wealthy clients, did a remarkable job for them and I suppose was at 
least properly rewarded. He * 3 more than earned a pleasant, untroubled life. I think, 
however, that the kind of lawyer he used to be would enjoy what all of this makes 
possible, and tliat it would do much good. ,> 

uufficfennt unto the day. ...But if and when the day comes I hope I'll be in a 
position to say if you want a pound of flesh, start cutting. 


Best, 


